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by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Friday, February 5, 1988
Before dawn on Feb. 2, contras killed eight civilians in an attack on the Santa Elisa farm cooperative,
Boaco department. The cooperative is located 20 miles from the department capital, Boaco, and 80
miles from Managua. Benito Calero, his wife and two children were killed when a mortar shell blew
their home apart. The other four included a seven-year-old boy, and three members of the local
militia. According to Stephen Kinzer of the New York Times, contra activities in this part of central
Nicaragua have been escalating recently. While the frequency and intensity of contra attacks are
on the upswing, their nature has not significantly changed. Contras continue to concentrate their
efforts on "soft" targets rather than military installations. The cooperatives are sponsored by the
government and administered by Sandinista officials, often including a security police agent. All
are guarded by local men who receive firearms from the government for defense. The Santa Elisa
cooperative is about two years old. Most residents derive from nearby areas where land for farming
is not available. At the cooperative, they raise cattle, tend over 50 acres of coffee and grow corn
and beans for their own consumption. Since Santa Elisa and other cooperatives are part of a state-
directed production system, "symbols" of marxist rule, the contras consider them to be legitimate
targets. As pointed out by Kinzer, however, most residents in cooperatives like Santa Elisa do not
consider themselves partisans in an ideological battle. Socorro Orozco, 19, told Kinzer: "In Teustepe,
where I'm from, there is no place to plant. I heard that this cooperative was opening, so I came here,
and now at least I'm able to get along." Last week, contras destroyed with explosives a bridge over
the Rio Negro, close to Santa Elisa. The same unit then attacked the nearby La Gloria cooperative,
leaving two dead. (Basic data from Times, 02/04/88)
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